
	  

	  

 modern marking criteria 

 

 1-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 9-10 
Warm Up Student has 

limited ability to 
comprehend 

warm up 
technique. 
Student is 

working towards 
co-ordination of 

execution of 
warm up 

Student is able 
to demonstrate 

a basic 
understanding 

of warm up and 
is working 
towards 

flexibility and 
clearer use of 

technique 

Student has a 
sound ability to 

demonstrate 
warm up. 
Student 

usually applies 
stretch for 
flexibility 

demonstration 
and 

understanding 
of timing 

Student is able 
to demonstrate 
warm up with 

confidence while 
apply correct 

stretching 
technique and 

movement 
through the 

music 

Student 
demonstrates 
high quality 

warm up where 
demonstration 

of flexibility, 
understanding 

of stretch 
technique and 
use of music is 

evident 

Time Student is 
working towards 
applying timing 

to improve 
quality of 

movement. 
They have 

limited 
understanding 
of musicality 

and sometimes 
fall behind the 

music 

Student is able 
to understand 

the basic 
principles of 

musicality while 
working towards 

adapting 
phrasing and 

accent to 
movement. 
Student is 

sometimes able 
to demonstrate 

elements of 
timing applied to 

movement 

Student 
demonstrates 

a sound 
application of 
timing applied 
to movement. 
Student can 

begin to show 
the connection 
of a movement 
and begins to 

give 
movement 

layers. 

Student is 
capable of 

demonstrating 
movement with 

successful 
musicality and 
begins to adapt 
the relationship 

from one 
movement to 

another. Student 
understands 

that delivery of 
timing affects 

the intent behind 
the movement 

Student 
demonstrates 

excellent quality 
of the 

relationship from 
one movement 

to another. 
Student is 

confident in 
understanding 

accent, 
syncopation, 
rhythm and 

phrasing 
required for a 

movement 
Movement Student is 

working towards 
extension of 

movement with 
limited ability to 

execute off 
centre balances. 

Has difficulty 
engaging core 

to deliver 
exercises and is 

restricted in 
movement due 
to working on 

coordination of 
the exercise.  

Student can 
demonstrate 

basic off centre 
balances and 

working towards 
confident leg 
extensions. 

Student has a 
basic 

understanding 
of off centre 
balances but 
sometimes 

loses control of 
core. Working 

towards 
successful 

contractions 

Student has a 
sound 

understanding 
of the contract 

and release 
concept and 

usually 
executes off 

centre 
balances 

correctly with 
control of the 
core working 

towards 
flexibility in leg 

extensions 
and flow and 
strength in 
movement 

Student is able 
to demonstrate 

off centre 
balances and 

mostly controls 
core through 
execution. 
Student is 

confident with 
contractions and 

is able to 
demonstrate 

releases.  Leg 
extensions are 

held and 
controlled most 

of the time 

Student 
confidently 

delves into and 
delivers off 

centre balance, 
control of the 
core, contract 
and release, 

isolation, 
differentiating 

between 
strength and 

flow of 
movement of 
high quality 



Space Student has 
limited 

understanding 
of co-

coordinating the 
use of space 

while 
demonstrating 
limited ability to 

transition to 
different levels, 

spaces or 
pathways  

Student has the 
basic 

understanding 
of the use of 

space in modern 
contemporary. 

Student is 
working towards 
the exploration 
of shapes and 
levels as they 

can usually co-
ordinate 

transitions 

Student has a 
sound ability to 

engage in 
travelling 

through levels 
during 

movement, 
student usually 

maintains 
technique 

while using 
varying 

pathways and 
travel 

Student has a 
good 

understanding 
of spatial 

exploration, can 
execute moving 
through different 
levels, travelling 
movement and 

the ability to 
make smooth 

transitions 

Dancer 
confidently 

explores the 
direction, size, 

pathways, levels 
and shapes of 
the body while 

maintaining 
technique and 

safe dance 
practice 

Technique Student has 
limited 

technique to 
display and has 

difficulty in 
differentiating 

between parallel 
and turn out 

lines. Student is 
working on 
maintaining 

correct posture 
throughout class  

Student 
demonstrates 

basic 
development of 
technique with 

some difficulty in 
transfer 

between parallel 
and turn out 

lines. Student is 
working towards 
consistency in 

alignment 

Student 
demonstrates 
a sound ability 

to use 
technique to 

execute 
modern 

exercises. 
Alignment is 

generally 
maintained 

throughout the 
class 

Student 
demonstrates 
the ability to 

transfer 
technique to 
modern style 

through 
alignment and 

posture. Student 
is mostly able to 

release and 
capture where 

needed 

Student has 
excellent control 

of technique 
practicing in 

both parallel and 
turned out 
positions. 

Student is able 
to demonstrate 

correct 
alignment and 

movement 
pathways  

Improvisation 
 

Student has 
limited amounts 

of varied 
movement and 
is hesitant to 
participate 

before or during 
improvisation 

exercises. 

Student takes 
part in 

improvisation 
with a basic 

understanding 
retaining 

technique and 
quality in an 

improv 
movement 

Student 
attempts all 

improvisation 
exercises and 
usually does 
so without 
hesitation. 

Student uses a 
variety of 

movement 

Student takes 
part in all 

improvisation 
exercises and 
mostly uses 
movement 

without 
hesitation for 
deliberation 

Student 
embraces the 

art of 
improvisation 

enthusiastically 
and 

demonstrates 
the ability to link 

movement to 
music 

Performance 
Quality 

Student is 
working towards 

applying 
performance 

quality to work. 
Student is 

unable to adapt 
dynamics to 
movement 

Student is 
beginning to 

display 
elements of 
performance 

quality in 
movement but 

sometimes lacks 
in dynamics 

Student has a 
sound 

understanding 
of 

performance 
quality and is 
working on 

applying it to 
modern 

movement 

Student is 
developing a 

good sense of 
performance 
quality and 

differentiates 
between lyrical 

and 
contemporary 

movement 

Student has 
excellent 

understanding 
of lyrical and 
contemporary 
elements and 

projects it 
through 

performance 
quality 

Sportsmanship Student is a 
quiet member 
who is working 

towards 
interacting with 

peers and 
building the 

confidence to 
give all aspects 

of class a try 

Student is 
sometimes 

encouraging to 
others, usually 

gives all aspects 
of class a try. 

Student can be 
shy at times 

Student is 
usually willing 

to give all 
aspects a 
class a go, 

with a positive 
attitude and 

willingness to 
learn and can 

be 
encouraging to 

peers 

Student is 
mostly positive 
to all members 

of the class, 
always giving 

everything a go 
and is a friendly 

member 
amongst peers  

Student is 
always a 

positive member 
of the class, 

they are 
encouraging to 
their peers and 
always willing to 

try 

 


